National Alliance of Sentencing Advocates and Mitigation Specialists 
Virtual Fundamentals of Mitigation Certificate Program 
October 14-16, 2026 
Agenda (All Times ET) 

Wednesday, 10/14/26 
12-12:15: Welcome (Denise Smith and Megan Leschak) 
12:15-1: History and Significance of the Profession (Cessie Alfonso) 
1-2:15: Interviewing with Awareness (Sam Dworkin) 
2:15-2:30: Break 
2:30-3:45: Holistic Practice (KC Quirk)
3:45-5: Competency 101 (Dr. Leah Crabb)  
5-6: Cultural Humility (Dareeka King) 
6-6:15: Value of NASAMS Membership (NASAMS EC Member) 

Thursday, 10/15/26  
12-1:15: Collecting and Organizing Records (Charity Laister) 
1:15-2:30: Report Writing (Shannon Woodward) 
2:30-2:45: Break 
2:45-4: Working with Youth and Juvenile Courts (Eva Buchwald) 
4-5: Private Practice (Katherine Mayer and Lyndsay Lewis)  
5-6: Break Out Groups:   
Group 1: Private Practice small group (Katherine Mayer and Lyndsay Lewis)  
Group 2: Navigating Public Defender offices small group (Denise Smith)   
 
 Friday, 10/16/26 
12-1: Building Trauma-Informed Defense Teams (Megan Leschak) 
1-2: Mitigation Videos (Foongy Lee) 
2-2:15: Break 
2:15-3:15: Managing Existential Crisis in Legal Work and the World (Sheila Ciminera)  
3:15-4:15: Forensic Social Work/Mitigation in Civil Practice (Catherine Perrone and Hannah Jablons)  
4:15-4:30: Break 
4:30-5:30: Justice Impacted Perspective: Why We Do the Work (Wilson Laboriel and Kareem Brooks)  
5:30-6pm: Closing (Denise Smith and Megan Leschak)    
  

